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SUBJECT: SHARON SCHEDULES SETTLEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING FOR AUGUST 2 

1 . YEDIOT AHARONOT REPORTED TODAY THAT MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE ARIEL SHARON HAS SCHEDULED ANOTHER MEETING 
OF THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON SETTLEMENT AFFAIRS (WHICH 
HE HEADS) FOR AUGUST 2. THE STORY CLAIMS THAT THE 
MEETING WAS ADVANCED FROM ONE SCHEDULED FOR NEXT WEEK 
AND THAT SHARRON HAS REFUSED TO INFORM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
OF THE AGENDA. 

2. COMMENT: IT WAS AT LAST WEEK'S MEETING 
THAT LEGITIMATION WAS GIVEN TO THE 

THREE SETTLEMENTS OF QADOUM, OFRA AND MA'ALE ADUMIM. 

OUR INFORMAL QUERY WITH SHARON S OFFICE CONCERNING THE 
YEDIOT ARTICLE MET WITH A REFUSAL TO DISCUSS 
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THE MATTER. WE ARE NOT SURPRISED AT SHARON S 
RETICENCE ON SETTLEMENT POLICY. HE HAS 
MADE IT CLEAR TO US THAT ON THIS SUBJECT WE WILL 
NOT ENJOY AN OPEN, EASY CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION 
WITH HIS OFFICE (TEL AVIV 5220). 
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